
Since 1989, the St. Croix International Waterway
Commission has catalyzed the efforts of people in
New Brunswick and Maine to manage the St. Croix
boundary corridor in ways that preserve traditions 
and realize opportunities. We invite you to review 
our progress over the last two years.

LAND CONSERVATION

Gleason Point Easement protects key resources

In November 2006, the Commission partnered
with the Nature Trust of New Brunswick to receive a
conservation easement on 9.4 square kilometers
(2,313 acres) abutting the St. Croix River from Caroline
and Peter Orser of Perrysburg, Ohio and Scotch Ridge,
New Brunswick.

This easement – one of the largest ecological gifts
of its kind in Canada – preserves over 3.6km (2.2mi) of
undeveloped river frontage, three islands, one and a
half lakes and large tracts of forest and wetland that
provide refuge for a number of rare plant species.

The property is located 16km (10mi) northwest of
St. Stephen, NB and Calais, ME.

The Nature Trust and the Commission worked
together over a number of years to help the Orsers
achieve their conservation goal. The Nature Trust
developed the legal agreement, forest management
plan and baseline report for the property while the
Commission assisted with easement and tax planning
for the American family.

"We are very grateful to the Orsers for their excep-
tional commitment to the St. Croix's natural heritage;
their gift closes one of the final gaps in an international

protection plan for the upper St. Croix," said Don
Doherty, the Commission Co-Chair.

Through provincial, state and private action, over
170 miles of undeveloped shorefront and 200,000
acres of forestland have now been protected on the
Spednic Lake-Upper St. Croix River section of the
waterway.

Plan for Spednic Lake's Protected Natural Area

New Brunswick's 257 square kilometer (63,570
acre) Spednic Lake Protected Natural Area is the
largest of the province's Class 2 protected areas. It
includes extensive forestlands, interior lakes and much
of the Canadian side of Spednic Lake.

The Commission serves on the local advisory 
committee that is helping the province to develop a
long term protection and management plan for the
site. In 2005 and 2006, Commission staff took part in
data analyses and technical writing for the 
background section of this plan; management 
recommendations will be developed in 2007.

HERITAGE & ECONOMY

400th Anniversary concludes at St. Croix Island 

In 2004, the Commission was a major catalyst and
partner in a world celebration of the 400th anniversary
of one of the first permanent European settlements in
the New World: a French colony on St. Croix Island in
1604. This early colony prepared the French for 
subsequent exploration and settlements in eastern
and central North America that remain part of the
continent's cultural identity.
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The King Brook Islands (left) and extensive wetlands and woodlands
(right) are protected by the new Gleason Point conservation 
easement.

Some key organizers and partners for the 400th anniversary of the
French colony at St. Croix Island gather on the beach to commemo-
rate the settlers’ departure in 1605. St. Croix Island is in the back-
ground, in the middle of the St. Croix estuary.




